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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 3 
School Daze 


(1 Pet. 1:13-16) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Scciety of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

JULY, a series of topics brought 
before us the importance of making 
right decisions, particularly in areas re- 
lated to the church, our young people’s 
groups, Christian conferences, and the 
like. The series of four topics now 
beginning are to direct our thinking to 
decisions that must be made concerning 
school, a vocation, the stewardship of 
life, and the stewardship of love. In 
each of these topics, youth is pictured 
as standing at the beginning of an un- 
tried and unfamiliar way. It is hoped 
that the development of the topics and 
their discussion in your young people’s 
group will lead to careful thinking and 
to decisions to pursue right ways that 
will bring joy and satisfaction and not 
regret. 

This week school will begin for many, 
or will be in immediate prospect. Pick- 
ing up the routine of schedules, assign- 
ments, and regulations after the long 
vacation period may seem formidable 
and may create a tendency to join in 
that popular pastime of “talking down” 
school and questioning whether school 
is worthwhile. Doubtless you will hear 
the siren voice that calls to less disci- 
pline, to quitting school and getting a 
job, to having your own car and free- 
dom to go your own way. It may be 
that some of your friends have quit and 
are needling you for continuing. 

We saw several weeks ago the peril 
of following the crowd and the value 
of daring to be different when it means 
preserving high standards and your 
own self-respect. The play on words 
in the topic for this Week warns that it 
is possible to become dazed or confused 
in our thinking about school, and chal- 
lenges us to snap out of it and think 
clearly. A long-distance look at the 
values and satisfactions of completing 
an education and preparing for a life 
work of usefulness will show the shal- 
lowness and deception in the appeal to 
have freedom and fun. 

Christian young people, especially, 
have an obligation and responsibility 
to be an example in steady, consistent 
conduct in school life as well as in 
every other phase of life. Impulsive, 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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shortsighted decisions, carelessness, and 
laziness or self-indulgence are a poor 
testimony to those who are not Chris- 
tians. Peter urges us, in our topic 
verses, to gird up the loins of our minds 
(1 Pet. 1:13-16). As also in Ephesians 
6, the girdle is that piece of equipment 
that ties all the other apparel together. 
The thought here is perhaps that of 
gathering up with the girdle an other- 
wise loose and flowing garment, so that 
one may not trip or stumble, but may 
run. The Christian life, even in school, 
is not an idle stroll but is a race (Heb. 
12:1, 2). Others, friends and foes alike, 
are watching to see what a Christian 
will do in every situation he faces. 
What will be their evaluation of the 
Christian way as they watch you? 

God has equipped you with what you 
need to fill the place of service He has 
designed for you (Eph. 2:10). You 
have no right to throw away or fail to 
use the gifts and ability He has pro- 
vided. And, as‘is ever the case when 
an individual sets his heart to do God’s 
will, you can count on God’s direction 
and enabling (John 7:17). And the side 
effects will be gratifying and reward- 
ing, too. 

Your records in high school and col- 
lege will-follow you wherever you go 
in after life. If they show application 
and hard work and real achievement, 
they will pay real dividends when it 
comes to that scholarship or position 
you will one day want. God can and 
will give you clear vision just now, so 
that you may make right decisions, if 
you will ask Him (Jas. 1:5), and if you 
will commit your way to Him (Psa. 37: 
4, 5). And He will fulfill your hopes 
and desires infinitely better than you 
can ask or think. 
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Temperance Nuggets 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 

Sir Alec Guiness, the oscar-winning 
British actor has turned down a 
$1,400,000 contract to appear in the 
United States on television for an 
American beer company. Guiness, on 
commenting, said, “Had I accepted the 
offer, I would have despised myself.” 
Pat Boone and other personalities of 
our nation have had similar convictions. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer carried 
this item: “Recently a party of young 
folks went through Cleveland, Ohio, 
asking questions. One of these young 
fellows met another young fellow and 
asked, ‘Do you drink, sir?’ ‘No, sir,’ 
replied the lad. ‘Why don’t you?’ ‘Well, 
my boss doesn’t like it; my customers 
won’t stand for it, and my conscience 
won't let me.’ “Three very good reasons, 
sir. Pray tell what is your business?’ 
He replied, ‘I am a bartender.’” 


It was former President Hoover who 
once said: “Our greatest danger is not 
(Continued on page 660) 
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F August 19, 1961 (Lesson for September 3) 


Editorials y 
What Is Sin? 


ee HAT is sin, Daddy?” our three-year-old daugh- 

ter asked us the other day. This simple question, 
difficult to answer in terms that would be meaningful to 
her, seems to be the basic question facing America today. 
In this issue of THE SUNDAY ScHooL Times, Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover calls for an astonishing thing: a moral and spiritual 
revival as to what is right and wrong. 

Surely by this time men ought to know what is right 
and wrong. Yet apparently America does not know what 
sin iss Mr. Hoover’s crime statistics bear this out. 

Why is this true? Where is the breakdown in our 
society? There are three God-given institutions: the home, 
the church, and the government. All three show signs of 
moral deterioration, or as Mr. Hoover says, a lack of “‘sensi- 
tivity to the difference between right and wrong.” When 
this affects all three basic elements of our society, we are 
headed for trouble. 

Home and family are foundational, but who can deny 
that there are serious cracks in the foundation? Divorce, 
disrespect for one another, and delinqueiicy are all of a piece. 
Parents are not prepared to pay the price for a strong, God- 
honoring home. The family is split because no one is in 
control, Fathers have abdicated. Mothers wanted the job, 
but soon found it easier to pay someone else to do it. Re- 
sult: children at loose ends emotionally, morally, and spir- 
itually. Nobody cares enough to ask, “What is sin?” 

Large segments of the church have failed to answer the 
question. One of the most incisive critiques of the preach- 
ing of the modern church is given by novelist John Stein- 
beck in the July issue of Holiday: 

“I took my seat in the rear of the spotless, polished place 
of worship. The prayers were direct and to the point, 
directing the attention of the Almighty to certain weak- 
nesses and undivine tendencies I know to be mine and could 
only suppose were shared by others gathered there. The 
service did my heart and I hope my soul some good. It had 
been long since I had heard such an approach. It is our 
practice now, at least in the large cities, to find from our 
psychiatric priesthood that our sins aren’t really sins at all 
but psychiatric accidents set in motion by forces beyond 
our control. There was no such nonsense in this church.” 

“What is sin?” The church doesn’t know. 

When it comes to government the picture is equally dim. 
Lies, graft, and corruption are so common on city, state, 
and federal levels that such exposures hardly are news any- 
more. It may be a city official getting a kickback on con- 
tracts, or a state civil servant cashing in on a lucrative land 
deal, or a federal official pulling strings to line his own 
pockets. Certainly the government is no place to look for 
the answer to “What is sin?” 

We believe our child went to the right place for the 
answer. The answer must be found in the home through 
the teaching and living of the parents. Church and state, 
including schools both Christian and secular, cannot take 
the place of the family. Christians are not immune from 
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the vicious forces that are rotting away the foundations of 
American homes. The seed for moral and spiritual tevival 
must be planted in the family, as Mr. Hoover indicates. 

But where do Father and Mother go for the answer to- 
right teaching and right living? It begins with a right 
attitude toward God. “We shall surely die, because we 
have seen God,” frightened Manoah told his wife, the mother 
of Samson. It begins here and it leads to’ Jesus Christ, who 
said if anyone has seen Him he has seen the Father and 
whoever believes in Him shall never die. With a right 
attitude toward God who is “a consuming fire” and a per- 
sonal relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ, Father and 
Mother are prepared to teach and to live. 

God says: “And these words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up” 
(Deut. 6:6, 7). This may require the ax to some television 
sets and to some extracurricular activities outside the home. 
But this is God’s answer: the family building on the Word 
of God, mixed with faith and obedience. 


Properly Placed Concern 


T IS a simple*enough matter for those who have been 

raised in a strong Biblical atmosphere to quote Scrip- 
ture texts in response to vexing situations, But, being very, 
very human, most of us find our imagination tagging along 
behind our intellectual acknowledgment of the truth. For 
instance, we know that “‘all things work together for good” 
for the Lord’s true disciples, but, in the very quoting of 
this we sometimes find ourselves wondering how on earth 
this particular thing fits into that pattern. We know also 
that God has committed Himself to direct us, but with 
Proverbs 3:5, 6 on our lips we are not always free from 
fretting at the blank wall in front of us. 

By the same token we know that Christ assumed personal 
responsibility for building His Church, and assured us that 
hell itself could not frustrate His plans. But we do not 
always follow through with the confidence that His words 
ought to engender when we begin to look about. The 
increasingly successful effort of Red China to stifle the 
Church, renewed oppression in Spain and Colombia despite 
benign words of fatherly concern for the “separated sheep” 
from the Bishop of Rome, and the advance of secularism in 


Britain and North America seen in several recent high court 


decisions alarm us. “What is to become of us?” we ask. 

A mercurial confidence that soars and plunges with the 
changes in the climate of world affairs is, of course, sub- 
Christian. On the other hand, a firm awareness of the 
eventual victory of the Church ought not to make us 
unimpassioned toward the suffering of our brethren overseas. 
A truly Christian concern is one that, knowing full well 
that God is ordering history, enters into the agony which 
the Church is suffering in many areas. We do not tear 
our hair because we think the Church is going to lose the 
fight; but we do experience distress over the Church’s 
distress. Let us make sure that our concern is rightly 
placed, and that it issues in intercessory prayer. 
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The Story of the Week 

@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Federal aid to edu- 
cation in any form died before it reached the 
House floor for debate. It was tabled in the 
House Rules Committee, which decides what 
bills shall appear before the House. The appar- 
ent reason for the demise of the bill is the Roman 
Catholic insistence that parochial schools be in- 
cluded in any government program to grant 
money to public schools. In the months of 
debate since President Kennedy submitted his 
original proposal for federal grants to public 
secondary schools for construction and teacher 
salaries, the Roman Church’s position has hard- 
ened to the demand that the government con- 
sider aid to parochial schools simultaneously 
with its consideration of aid to public schools. 
The hierarchy has insisted that the two aid pro- 
grams must not be dealt with in two separate 
bills. The bishops knew well enough that aid 
to public schools had a fair chance of passage 
in Congress, and that a further bill asking aid 
for parochial schools, if considered alone, would 
probably be defeated. Hence the demand that 
the two be considered together, in the hope 
that Congress would be eager enough to get aid 
to public schools so as not to balk at a rider 
concerning parochial schools. 

@ NEW YORK.—Eleven students from Whea- 
ton College (Illinois) are spending the summer 
working among street gangs in Manhattan’s 
Hell’s Gate district. The students, who are co- 
operating with Youth Development Inc., a Chris- 
tian social agency under the direction of Jim 
Vaus, are earning advanced sociology credit in 
an experimental program in applied sociology. 
The Hell’s Gate neighborhood has a population 
of about 194,000, mostly Puerto Rican and 
Negro, and police estimate that there are about 
30 armed gangs roaming the area. 

@ LAGOS, NIGERIA.—The African Challenge, 
a Christian magazine read by some half-million 
English speaking Africans, was hailed as “one 
of the greatest things that has happened to our 
country” by the Chief Registrar of the Nigeria 
Federal Supreme Court here. Addressing some 
2,000 persons at the 10th anniversary rally of 
the magazine, the Registrar said the African 
Challenge is “a challenge to us who profess to 
be Christians to live up to the Christian stand- 
Ee 


@ TOKYO. — Twenty-three missions -have 
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joined the recently established Japan Council of 


Evangelical Missions. First formal organization 
of evangelical missions to function in this coun- 
try for nearly a decade, the Council provides for’ 
liaison among missions in order to promote the 
widest possible co-operation among evangelicals 
on both national church and mission levels. 


@ The winery income of the Christian Broth- 
ers, a Roman Catholic brotherhood in California 
which makes wine and brandy, is taxable, ac- 
cording to a recent court decision. The brother- 
hood has traditionally claimed that its income is 
not taxable, invoking the law which exempts 
any income of a church from taxation. The 
Bureau of Internal Revenue argued that the order 
is not legally a church, and a Federal District 
judge agreed. He said that the brotherhood is 
a church-sponsored organization that must pay 
taxes on nonrelated business income. “The 
winery is a winery, and not a church,” the judge 
declared. 


@ A large-scale united Protestant missionary 
effort is taking place in Nepal, according to a 
missionary of the World Mission Prayer League. 
Jonathan Lindell, who also serves as executive 
secretary of the United Mission to Nepal, which 
co-ordinates the work of 18 denominations there, 
reported recently in Minneapolis that during the 
past year 76 missionaries from ten nations and 
many denominations worked together on sev- 
eral different projects, touching more than 100, 
000 people. Until the early 1950’s, Nepal was 
closed to Christian missionary work. 


@ Circulation of the Scriptures in Argentina 
reached a total of over one million copies in 
1960, an increase of more than a quarter of a 
million over the previous year. The co-operation 
of lay Christians in door-to-door contacts was 
cited as one of the principal reasons for the good 
results of the distribution effort. (A. Clifford) 


@ WINONA LAKE, INDIANA.—Youth _ for 
Christ International’s 17th annual convention 
here was termed the “largest and most success 
ful” in the organization’s history by Dr. Ted 
Engstrom, president. More than 10,000 dele- 
gates and visitors attended the convention. 





Pt Mik: .:s. 


Arthur Glasser discusses Ecumenical Chris- 
tianity and Missions in a major article. 
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This Is the Life! 


Is a sudden, spectacular conversion experience essential? 


By the REV. PETER ELDERSVELD 


Mr. Eldersveld is the minister of 

“The Back to God Hour,” denomina- 

tional broadcast of the Christian 
Reformed Church. 








HE striking title of that well- 

known religious television series, 

“This is the Life!” suggests a very 
fundamental concept of the Christian 
faith, namely, that life can be renewed 
by the grace of God in Jesus Christ, and 
that this new life is the only way to 
find real satisfaction and true content- 
ment. That is precisely what the Chris- 
tain Gospel promises wherever it is 
preached: a new life for sinful men in a 
sinful world, and eventually eternal life 
in the world to come. 

But this is a promise that places an 
obligation on all those who receive it. 
For it demands that they shall demon- 
strate their new life in very practical 
ways, in grateful service to both God 
and man. “By their fruits ye shall 
know them,” said Jesus. The motive 
of this. new life in Christ is not to be 
found in the merit of man, but rather in 
the mercy of God—in pure gratitude for 
the salvation which He gives. Its aim is 
not self-centered, but rather Christ- 
centered. 

Now of course, this implies a radical 
change of heart, a true conversion. No 
one can really live the new life in 
Christ without undergoing that change. 


As Jesus said, “Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so 
every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.” So it is 
obvious that the new life in Christ must 
be preceded by a radical change of 
heart. 

The Apostle Paul underwent an ex- 
perience like that, and it was one of 
the outstanding events in the history of 
the early church. No one can doubt 
that he was really converted. Here was 
a man who had a passionaté desire to 
destroy the Church of Christ, but he be- 
came a man with a passionate desire to 
build the Church of Christ. His deep 
hatred for the Christian faith was trans- 
formed into the deepest love. Before 
his conversion he said he was deter- 
mined to stamp out the Gospel of Christ, 
but afterward he said he was “deter- 
mined not to know anything .. . save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” The 
same Christians who fled from him in 
terror before his conversion made him 
their leader in the mission enterprise 
after his conversion. He once called 
himself the chief of sinners, but by the 
grace of God he became, in many re- 
spects, the chief of saints. 

How did Paul describe this tremen- 
dous change? In Galatians 2:20, ‘he 
says: “I am crucified with Christ: 





nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 

That tells us:what happened to Paul. 
Two things happened: he was crucified 
and he was resurrected. What does that 
mean? First, it means that he gave up 
his sin, he confessed it, he forsook it, he 
was done with it; he surrendered his old 
sinful nature to Christ, who nailed it to 
the cross, put it to death. This was 
Paul’s crucifixion. Second, Christ gave 
him a new nature, a new birth, a new 
life in His service, made him a new man 


(Continued on page 658) 





lished in 1959 alone. 


increase of 32 per cent, in 277 languages. 
Bible, are available in 1,165 languages. 


THE BIBLE IN ISRAEL.—Some very interesting statistics have just been announced re- 
garding the publication of books in Israel since its establishment in 1947. The total number 
of different volumes published up through 1959 is about 10,000, of which 1,470 were pub- 
An edition of the Bible, with the commentary of S. L. Godon, has sold 


Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION.—A tribute to the importance of the Word of God is the 
fact that circulation of Scriptures during the last year in some of the most troubled areas of 
our revolution-filled earth has shown remarkable increase. Thus, in the Congo, the distribu- 
tion of volumes by the Bible societies rose 82 per cent in one year to a total of 215,000, and 
in Cuba the increase was 32 per cent, with a distribution of 612,000 volumes. 
Bible Society during the past year distributed more than 23,000,000 pieces of Scripture, an 
At the present time, the Bible or portions of the 


100,000 copies, and the Bible Encyclopedia in Hebrew has sold over 100,000 copies. 


The American 


Mr. 





David Ben-Gurion in his Independence Day Broadcast to the nation, said, “The profound 
and growing attachment to the Bible that we are witnessing in Israel is unequaled by anything 
known during the Dispersion. The study of the Scriptures, which for the last two hundred 
years was almost monopolized by the Gentiles, is becoming a characteristically Israeli subject 
and it is no longer possible to study and understand the books of the Bible without the aid 
of the fruits of Bible research in Israel. And yet we are only at the beginning of our work 


in this field.” 
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By J. Edgar Hoover 


MOST astounding factor prevail- 
ing today is the apathy of many 
of our citizens toward crime. 
Unless they are directly affected by a 
particular crime, all too often they have 
a more or less detached and indifferent 
attitude. Occasionally a brutal crime 
will arouse only a morbid curiosity or 
mild sympathy for fhe victims rather 
than vigorous support and assistance to 
the ‘authorities, which are so necessary. 

Crime; as we well know, can strike 
anywhere at any time. Each day 
throughout the calendar year 1959, an 
estimated 24 persons were feloniously 
slaih; 328 were victims of aggravated 
assault; an average of 41 forcible rapes 
were committed; 196 robberies and 1,105 
larcenies over $50 occurred; 1,879 bur- 
glaries were perpetrated; and 790 auto- 
mobiles were stolen. 

The estimated cost of crime for 1959 
was a fantastic total of $22 billion, an 
amount equivalent to $128 for every 
man, woman, and child in the United 
States. For every $1 spent on edu- 
cation, $1.11 goes to crime. For every 
$1 contributed to religious organi- 
zations, crime costs the citizens of our 
nation $9. 

While the population increase is one 
of the factors to be considered in the 
rising tide of crime, in reality we can 
trace our increasing crime rates today 
primarily to two malignant conditions: 
public apathy, and moral deterioration 
of our population. 

Public apathy is a dangerous con- 
dition which attacks man’s sensitivity 
to the difference between right and 
wrong. As long as our citizens insist 
upon the attitude of self-indulgence and 
adherence to the principle of pleasure 
before duty, the effectiveness of com- 
bating crime is seriously weakened. 

The rising crime rate is ample evi- 
dence of the unfortunate spread of 
moral deterioration among growing seg- 
ments of our population. This condi- 
tion not only exists within the criminal 
element itself, but has also corrupted 
millions of our nation’s citizens who 
are willing to compromise their ideals 
if an easy dollar can be made. We also 
can see this condition at work in every- 
day life where a citizen will obey the 
law himself, but will also passively tol- 
erate immorality and disrespéct for au- 
thority within his own community. 

Many other factors have contributed 
to the ever-increasing crime problem 
which faces our nation today. There 
are needless legal technicalities and de- 
lays in the administration of justice, as 
well as unscrupulous persons who con- 
stantly seek loopholes in the law in an 
effort to hamstring honest law enforce- 
ment or delay it. In some areas, there 
exists an overprotective attitude toward 
young offenders who, were they adults, 
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Crime and Young People 


Director, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Excerpts from the testimony of J. 
Edgar Hoover before the House of 
Representatives Subcommittee on 
Appropriations. Published by per- 
mission of the Federal Bureau of 
i Investigation. 








would be viewed as vicious hoodlums. 
Until the nation’s citizens rectify the 
basic weaknesses in their own moral 


attitudes, efficient law enforcement 
must continue to work under a distinct 
handicap. 


The American public must lend as- 
sistance to all law enforcement if we 
are to stem the rising tide of crime. 
To point up what the public can do, 
we have designed and distributed a 
poster which has been made available 
without -cost to law-enforcement agen- 
cies, civic and service organizations and 
other groups interested in striking back 
at criminality. This, of course, is but 
one method of fighting this evil which 
hangs ominously over the well-being of 
all of our American citizens. 

A tragic and terrifying consequence 
of our society today is the spiraling 
wave of youthful lawlessness across the 
nation. Youth crimes have increased 
not only in number but also in their 
viciousness. These offenders have 
shown a wanton disregard for life and 
property, and on occasion have openly 
jeered at officials that “you are wasting 
your time arresting us.” 

This upsurge of youthful criminality 
















has grown alarmingly during the last 
several, years. Since 1948, arrests of 
our youth have more than doubled, 
while the population of our young peo- 
ple has increased by less than one-half, 

By directly comparing percentages of 
the rise in police arrests and the growth 
in the young population, we find - that 
juvenile arrests have increased two and 
one-half times as fast. Pinpointing this 
situation further is a comparison of 
adults with juveniles. Here we find that 
arrests of young persons during the 
period 1948-59 have increased six times 
as fast as arrests of persons who have 
reached their eighteenth birthday. 

One has only to look at the record of 
arrests during 1959 to see that the ar- 
rests of youths were disproportionately 
high in certain crimes. Although, on 
an over-all basis, youths under 18 rep- 
resented only 12 per cent of all arrests, 
they were the subject of 64 per cent of 
the arrests for all auto thefts, 49 per 
cent of all larceny arrests, and 52 per 
cent of all burglary arrests. They also 
accounted for 26 per cent of all arrests 
for robbery and 30 per cent of those ar- 
rested for receiving or possessing stolen 
property. 

These are serious offenses and, as in 
the case of robbery, are frequently 
committed with violence to the victim. 

Percentagewise, the participation of 
our young people in vicious crimes 
against the person tends to be mislead- 
ing, but cold figures reveal a sordid 
picture. 

During 1959, an estimated 18,000 per- 
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sons under 18 years of age were ar- 
rested for murder, assault with weapons, 
forcible rape, and strong-armed robbery. 

Preliminary arrest trends reveal no 
letup in 1960. Based on reports from 
police and sheriffs, arrests of young 
persons under 18 years of age increased 
6 per cent in 1960 over 1959. During 
the same period, adult arrests were up 
only 2 per cent. 

There is still evidence in our nation 
of a disparaging and mercenary attitude 
on the part of a small group of oppor- 
tunists in the advertising and entertain- 
ment fields who are weakening the 
moral fiber of American youth. Our 
youth are literally bombarded with vul- 
gar motion picture advertisements in 
some newspapers. Movies all too often 
make good on the provocative promises 
of these advertisements, and profanity 
and obscenity are the main ingredients 
of more and more screen offerings. We 
can also see the same results of this 
degeneration on our television screens. 

We are also besieged by an ugly 
brand of parasite who commercializes 
upon the immature judgment and curi- 
osity of the younger generation. They 
invade the school playgrounds and ju- 
venile hangouts plying the moral de- 
struction of our children with obscene 
literature. These purveyors of filth 
have so flooded the market within the 
past few years that samples can be 
found at many neighboring newsstands. 

It is the responsibility of each Amer- 
ican citizen, as well as the advertising 
and entertainment executives, to rid 
the nation of this very grievous prob- 
lem. If it is to continue unabated, it 
will become a seedbed for delinquency 
among juveniles and depravity among 
all ages. 

Congressman Frank T. Bow (Ohio): 
One other thing which gives me con- 
cern is the testimony we had here 
previously that 47.6 per cent of the 
juveniles are repeaters. You have 
touched on the seriousness of the ju- 
venile question. What is the answer 
to this? 

Mr. Hoover: Mr. Congressman, I 
think the answer to that is in the courts 
which handle the juveniles. They must 
face reality and not indulge in wishful 
thinking or fail to mete out the proper 
degree of justice to juveniles who com- 
mit serious crimes. -I am referring, as 
I know you are, to those crimes which 
if committed by adults would be fel- 
onies. Time and again youths who are 
arrested for serious crimes, and who 
have previous criminal records, have 
been released on probation or are 
placed in the custody of their parents. 

I think the juvenile judges of the 
country must recognize the fact that 
the scales should be evenly balanced. 
Of course, the juvenile who offers rea- 
Sonable possibilities ought to be re- 
habilitated. No one questions that. 
But society has the right to walk the 
Streets of its cities without being in 
fear of death or vicious assault. One 
cannot do that today in certain areas 
of Washington and New York City. 
You do not dare walk through Central 
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Lawrence Saint at work in his studio. 


Saints in Stained Glass Made by a Saint 


A brief sketch of the life and work of Lawrence Saint, 
who died on June 15 at the age of 76 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 
With the help of Mrs. Saint, Sam, and Phil Saint 


IGH up in the dim, dusty cathe- 

drals of England and France a 
young bride and bridegroom climbed 
about on ledges and scaffoldings study- 
ing the ancient stained glass windows. 
She made notes while he copied pains- 
takingly the glowing reds, blues, yel- 
lows, and greens with Japanese water 
colors. Though he had left school after 
the sixth grade, Lawrence Saint had 
finished his course at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadel- 
phia, in 1909, and in June the next year 
married Katharine Proctor, a college 
graduate. For their honeymoon they 
crossed the ocean, with her mother and 
father, to study art. Thus began the 
lifework of a devoted Christian artist, 
completely sold out to Christ. 

Lawrence Saint was born at Sharps- 
burg, near Pittsburgh, Pa. His living 
children, all Christians, are Samuel, 
Philip, Rachel, Daniel, David, Stephen, 
and Benjamin. Nathanael was one of 
the five men killed by Auca Indians in 
January, 1956. Several are in full-time 
Christian work and some are known 
throughout the world. 

In his own testimony in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times (Nov. 23, 1940), Lawrence 
Saint wrote: “I made a decision for 
Christ after a sermon by Dr. J. Wilbur 
Chapman, at a service in the old East 
Liberty Church, Pittsburgh... When Dr. 
A. D. Carlile, our pastor, later preached 
on ‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since ye believed?’ I received a deep 
and energizing experience of Christ, a 
love for souls, the Bible and everything 
Christian.” All his life he was a faith- 
ful witness for Christ, and most of the 





time a deacon and Sunday school 
teacher. 

Lawrence and Katharine Saint built 
a thoroughly Christian home, founded 
on the Word of God. Family worship 
was held regularly, and punishments 
were given when needed—including 
whippings. 

“Dad took us for Sunday afternoon 
walks,” says son Phil, “provided us with 
pictures to color, conducted family 
altar, and saw to it that we either went 
to prayer meeting on Wednesday nights, 
or went to bed. ... I have never 
known a more tender-hearted man than 
my Dad—nor one more faithful in car- 
rying out needed parental discipline. .. . 
When we were small, he prepared Bible 
story pictures like stained glass win- 
dows, which we colored with great en- 
thusiasm. He was a master storyteller, 
and many times, at the end of a long 
hard day, he would take two or three 
of us up on his lap, with the rest sitting 
at his feet on the floor, and would keep 
us enthralled with the stirring adven- 
tures of the great men of the Old and 
New Testaments.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Saint lived to reap rich 
rewards in the lives and work of their 
eight children. For more than twenty- 
five years Sam has been a pilot of the 
American Airlines, and is now Director 
of Air Traffic Control Procedures for 
American, Technical Adviser to the 
Federal Aviation Agency’s committee 
revising the routes in and out of the 
New York area (one of the most com- 
plicated in the world), and Consultant 
to the International Telegraph and 


(Continued on page 657) 
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Tue KinGc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, 
a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a 
certain -woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his 
father was a Greek: 

2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at 
Lystra and Iconium. 

3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took 
and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in 
those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek. 


Phil. 2:19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus 
shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when 
I know your state. 

20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care 
for your state. 


21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ’s. 

22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the 
father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 








International Uniform Lesson 





TIMOTHY, A GUARDIAN OF THE TRUTH 


(TEMPERANCE) 


Acts 16:1-5; 17:14, 15; Philippians 2:19-23; 1 Timothy 1:1-5; 2 Timothy 1:1-8; 
2:1-5, 22; printed text, Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2:19-23; 2 Timothy 2:1-5, 22 
Golden Text.—Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 


nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God.—2 Tim. 1:8 


23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I 
shall see how it will go with me. 


2 Tim. 2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. 

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also. 

3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. 4 

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to 
be a soldier. 

5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not 
crowned, except he strive lawfully. 


22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
Trane this means “honoring God” 
























and this is a fitting description of 

his life. This young man was one 
of Paul’s missionary team, along with 
Silas, Luke, and others. He enjoyed the 
inestimable privilege of listening to and 
working with the gifted apostle to the 
Gentiles. Timothy suffered no spiritual 
breakdown in his service for Christ, 
and gained the confidence of all of his 
associates. This is abundantly apparent 
from Paul’s unqualified commendation 
of him. 

Paul’s confidence in Timothy pervades 
his two pastoral letters sent to this 
younger worker. Paul entrusted to him 
the responsibility of correcting certain 
serious disorders at Ephesus. It is most 
touching to notice the longing desire of 
the lonely prisoner in Rome for Timo- 
thy to come to him before winter, and 
that he bring with him a certain cloak 
that he (Paul) had left behind at Troas 
(see 2 Tim. 4:13, 21). In his farewell 
Epistle (Second Timothy), written close 
to the time of his martyrdom, Paul 
committed the torch of truth to his be- 
loved son in the faith in the confidence 
that he would be its trusted advocate 
and guardian. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 16:1—“Then came he to Derbe 
and Lystra: and, behold, a certain dis- 
ciple was there, named Timotheus, the 
son of a certain woman, which was a 
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Jewess, and believed; but his father was 
a Greek.” Paul and Silas, in the course 
of the second missionary. journey, 
touched these Galatian cities that had 
been evangelized by Paul and Barna- 
bas two or three years earlier. In one 
of these—evidently Lystra—they re- 
newed fellowship with a young man 
named Timothy and his: mother who 
had been converted to Christianity on 
the earlier visit. 

Verse 2—“Which was well reported 
of by the brethren that were at Lystra 
and Iconium.” During the interval be- 
tween Paul’s first and second visit, Tim- 
othy had made real progress in the 
Christian life. His testimony was con- 
sistent, and he was held in high esteem 
by his brethren. 

Verse 3.—“Him would Paul have to go 
forth with him...” Because of the 
confidence this young man held in the 
eyes of those who knew him, Paul con- 
cluded that he would make a valuable 
addition to the missionary team. Evi- 
dently there was a general agreement 
among them that Timothy should ac- 
company them. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





‘I will make an_ everlasting 
covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do 
them good; but I will put my fear 
in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me” (Jer. 32:40). J 























Phil. 2:19—“But I trust in the Lord 
Jesus to send Timotheus . . . that I also 
may be of good comfort, when I know 
your state.” Paul manifested a contin- 
uous interest in his converts. He was 
ever concerned for their spiritual 
health. He proposed to send Timothy 
back among the Philippian Christians to 
minister in their midst and thus be able 
to bring back an encouraging report to 
the apostle. From the Acts account we 
learn that Timothy was no stranger to 
the believers at Philippi (see Acts 16). 

Verse 20.—“For I have no man like- 
minded, who will naturally care for 
your state.” This is a great testimonial 
from Paul concerning Timothy, espe- 
cially in view of the fact that the former 
had quite a number of associates in the 
work of the Lord. Timothy possessed a 
real pastor’s heart, and as an under- 
shepherd, genuinely loved Christ’s 
sheep. It was scarcely that he “natu- 
rally” cared for them, for his interest 
was not the product of mere nature, but 
rather that he yearned for their highest 
spiritual welfare. 

Verse 21—“For all seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” 
This was a sad commentary on prevail- 
ing conditions in apostolic times. It is 
self-evident, surely, that “this provides 
a realistic diagnosis of present-day con- 
ditions as well. Men everywhere put 
their own interests above those of 
Christ. 

Verse 22.—“But ye know the proof of 
him, that, as a son with the father, he 
hath served with me in the gospel.” 
Because of his teachable attitude dur- 
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ing the prolonged period of his spiritual 

apprenticeship, Timothy had won the 
full confidence of the apostle. He had 
proved himself to be genuine and trust- 
worthy during the long months he had 
served as a junior missionary with Paul. 
The Philippians had known this, and 
thus they too shared in this delightful 
confidence. 


Verse 23.—“Him therefore I hope to 
send presently, so soon as I shall. see 
how it will go with me.” It is clear 
from these remarks that Paul was a 
prisoner at Rome at this time, and evi- 
dently Timothy was with him. As soon 
as he learned the outcome of: his trial, 
he hoped to send Timothy to the Philip- 
pian church, for he felt he would be a 
blessing in their midst. This would de- 
prive Paul of his presence and it indi- 
cates his self-denying love for these 
saints. 

2 Tim. 2:1.—“Thou therefore, my son, 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.” In this his last Epistle Paul 
seeks to encourage his “son in the faith,” 
especially in view of his (Paul’s) im- 
minent martyrdom. Timothy could ex- 
pect strong opposition, and the conflict 
would demand the highest of Christian 
fortitude. He would find his true 
strength in the constant supply of grace 
from the Christ of glory. 


Verse 2—“And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.” 
Timothy had received a rich deposit of 
divine revelation through the ministry 
of Paul. Many others had also shared 
this. Now he was to entrust this to 
men who were reliable and faithful. 
Then they, in turn, would entrust it to 
their fellows and successors. 


Verse 3—‘“Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” Timothy had enlisted as a sol- 
dier, under the standard of Jesus Christ, 
and that meant warfare. The spiritual 
conflict was between truth and error, 
God and Satan, and he must therefore 
be prepared to take his share of suffer- 
ing. 

Verse 4—“No man that warreth en- 
tangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life; that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier.” No en- 
listed man becomes involved in business 
affairs, for such would produce divided 
interests. It would prevent his giving 
himself wholly to his military service. 
Such must be avoided if he is to acquit 
himself worthily and to please his com- 
Mmanding officer. 


Verse 5.—“And if a man also strive 
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, 
except he strive lawfully.” An athlete, 
or contestant, can never expect the vic- 
tor’s laurels unless he competes in full 
accordance with the rules of the game. 


Verse 22—‘“Flee also youthful lusts: 
but follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a-pure heart.” If Timothy would 
live a life of spiritual victory, then he 
must both flee and follow: flee from the 
lusts and passions that are peculiar to 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. me 27.—Lydia, a Christian 
usiness Woman. ............ Acts 16:11-40 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 10.—Aquila and Pris- 
cilla, Able Teachers. Acts 18: 
1-3, 18-21, 24-28; Romans 16:3-5a 








youth, and follow the Christian virtues 
in fellowship with those whose hearts 
are right toward God. Righteousness is 
right acting; faith is the confidence that 
trusts; charity is love, and peace is the 
product of all these. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Timothy, sharing in the rigors of 
apostolic missionary experience, grew 
in spiritual stature. He learned to love 
the truth of God and also to love the 
people of God. He soon developed the 
gift and heart of a true pastor, or 
shepherd. 

Paul’s confidence in his younger asso- 
ciate increased to the point that he 
felt he could entrust to him the most 
delicate of spiritual responsibilities. 
This led ‘to Timothy’s mission to 
Philippi. Later on, on becoming aware 
of further problems about doctrine, 
church order, and discipline at Ephesus, 
Paul accordingly left Timothy there. 

The two epistles addressed to Timo- 
thy are filled with helpful instruction. 
Out of a heart aglow with love for 
Christ and for His testimony on earth, 
the veteran apostle trained his earnest 
younger worker with the fervent desire 
that he would faithfully fulfill his min- 
istry. 

Topics for Development 

Training for Christian Leadership. 
God always carefully and privately pre- 
pares His servants before He embarks 
them on their public ministry. Moses, 
for example, before stepping out into 
his great service, spent forty years 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


N WHAT sort of home life had Timo- 

thy been reared? 

2. Faith had previously appeared in 
whom else besides Timothy? 

3. In what way was Paul spiritually 
related to Timothy? 

4. How was Timothy regarded by the 
fellow Christians of his home church? 

5. How did Timothy prove himself? 

6. How did Paul evaluate Timothy’s 
service to the Philippians? 

7. What was he to do with the truth 
that he had received from Paul? 

For DISCUSSION 

1. What is the significance of the lay- 
ing on of hands? (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 
1:6.) 

2. How could the Paul-Timothy re- 
lationship be adapted for training 
leaders in the church today? 

3. What steps can be taken in the 
Christian home to produce more “Tim- 
othys”? 

(Answers on page 657) 











learning the mind of God in the desert. 
Joshua, too, served a long spiritual ap- 
prenticeship. The same was true of 
David the king, Elijah the prophet, and 
many others. 

The Lord Jesus chose twelve men to 
whom, later on, He would entrust the 
establishing of His church. But first 
these twelve must spend time with Him 
that they might be equipped for such 
an important responsibility (see Mark 
3:14). After the Ascension and Pente- 
cost, Paul followed the same pattern. 
Discerning spiritual fitness in certain 
young men, he chose them as his com- 
panions. 

The preparation of Timothy began 
with the godly instruction of his grand- 
mother and mother (see 2 Tim. 1:5). 
From his earliest childhood they had 
taught him the sacred Scriptures (see 
2 Tim. 3:15). Under the Gospel preach- 
ing of Paul he had been saved. And 
from that hour he had grown in grace, 
thus gaining the confidence of the Chris- 
tians who knew him best (see Acts 16: 
2). Upon Paul’s proposal that Timothy 
accompany him, the elders laid their 
hands on him, thus signifying their full 
identification and fellowship with him 
in this important step. Paul joined in 
this solemn ceremony and a spiritual 
gift was granted by God to this younger 
worker (see 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6). 

The principles exemplified in Timo- 
thy’s training should provide us with a 
definite pattern for today. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Timothy’s conversion (1 Tim. 1:1-5) 

2. Timothy’s character (Phil. 2: 19-23) 

3. Timothy’s commission (Acts 16:1-5; 
17:14, 15; 2 Tim. 1: 1-8; 2: 1-5, 22) 


Practical Applications 
It is a serious thing to go unsent. It 


‘is also serious to be one of God’s “sent 


ones” and yet to be either ahead or be- 
hind in the doing of His will. Further- 
more, to do the whole will of God may 
often prove to be very distasteful to the 
flesh, for His will calls for resolute self- 
denial. On the other hand, it brings 
glorious compensations. 

Timothy began his service as an in- 
experienced youth, but ended as an ex- 
perienced veteran, having suffered even 
imprisonment for the Gospel’s sake. 

Christian service involves much more 
than preaching or even personal wit- 
nessing. It entails living. Godly day- 
by-day behavior is what empowers 
one’s testimony in any community. At- 
tending high school or college, earning 
a living in office, school or factory, or 
rearing a family—all these afford abun- 
dant opportunity for glorifying the 
Lord and manifesting the practical 
fruits of the Gospel. 

This demands the conscious enjoy- 
ment of personal salvation and the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit of 
God. 


Golden Text 

2 Timothy 1:8—‘“Be not thou there- 
fore ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be 
thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel according to the power of God.” 
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Paul’s imprisonment was so intimately 
linked with his Christian testimony that 
he called upon Timothy not to be 
ashamed of either. The Gospel brings 
not only rich benefits but also persecu- 
tions. Every Christian must be pre- 
pared to expect opposition and to share 
in the Gospel’s unpopularity. 
NorTH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNSs 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Fight the Good Fight’ 
“Go, Labor On, Spend and Be Spent” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, who hast given us 
pastors, teachers, evangelists, and other 
workers to unfold to men the Gospel 
and guide the converted in Christian 
living, we thank Thee for all such faith- 
ful servants of Christ, past and pres- 
ent. For the blessings their toils have 
brought to many, we -praise Thee, O 
Lord. Bless our study of this lesson 
and its picture of a boy who became a 
preacher. Help us to find the work 
Thou hast for us to do for Thee and to 
put our best into it. For Thy service 
give us the courage and discipline of a 
true soldier of Christ, the endurance of 
the trained athlete, and the toiling per- 
sistence of the patient farmer. Add 
Thy blessing to the faithful work of all 
who strive to make Christ known to- 
day, and grant a harvest of many souls 
to gladden the heart of our Saviour. 
To the ill, the injured, the discouraged, 
and the defeated give help and deliv- 
erance. To the sinful give repentance, 
righteousness to those who hunger for it, 
and peace to the disquieted as they 
bring their cares to Thee. To us grant 
such pardon as we need and power to 
walk the way of the Christian stead- 
fastly. Amen. 


FoR THE BLACKBOARD 





TRENUOUS BUT 


Qrrenu CHRIST IS 
ATISFYING WORK 











After the Lesson—I recently heard 
of a young man who wanted to be a 
preacher. But when I learned he was 
lazily leaving to his widowed mother 
burdens he should have shouldered, I 
knew he would not do as a minister of 
Christ. 


In what Paul writes to Timothy in 
our lesson, it is plain there is no room 
for the lazy in God’s work. 

Paul likens an effective Christian to 
a serving soldier, a competing athlete, 
and a toiling farmer. He says: “No 
soldier when in service gets entangled 
in the enterprises of [civilian] life” (2 
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Tim. 2:4, Amplified N.T.). Roman law 
forbade a soldier to do any outside 
work or have any interests interfering 
with his military duties. They must 
come first. The duties of serving the 
Lord must have first place in our lives. 
Lesser things must not interfere. Then 
Paul says: An athlete “is not crowned 
unless he competes . . . according to the 
rules” (v. 5). So there must be some- 
thing of the athlete about a Christian. 
For one thing, the athlete goes through 
strenuous training. We must study and 
train and keep to a disciplined life all 
through our years of service, Paul also 
says: “[It is] the hard-working farmer 
who must be the first partaker of the 
fruits” (v. 6). Lazy farmers deserve no 
crop. Crops demand the hard work of 
plowing and sowing, weeding and wa- 
tering. If souls are to be won to Christ, 
His. servants must work hard and long 
to get the seed of God’s Word sown and 
growing in men’s hearts. 

Work? Yes, but it pays off. The 
good soldier wins promotion. The win- 
ning athlete gets the prize. The toiling 
farmer gathers a harvest. And the 
hard-working servant of Christ will 
have a gladdening reward at last. 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then came he to Derbe and Lystra” 
(Acts 16:1).—On a previous visit to 
Lystra the Apostle Paul had been 
stoned, dragged out of the city, and left 
for dead; but the Lord raised him up 
(14:19, 20). Since Timothy knew of 
this persecution, we believe Lystra was 
his home town (2 Tim. 3:10, 11). 

In all likelihood, the first visit was 
the time of Timothy’s conversion. He 
was about fifteen years old at the time. 
What a success and blessing this third- 
generation Christian made of his life! 
From his birth he had two examples of 
genuine faith before him continually in 
his mother, Eunice, and his grand- 
mother, Lois. To them must go the 
credit of teaching him the Holy Scrip- 
tures from childhood. 

In our lesson, Timothy is seen as a 
disciple well reported of by brethren in 
two cities, Lystra and Iconium. 

Mr. Russell S. Orr says: “Two old- 
fashioned mottoes were prominently 
placed in my boyhood home. One had 
a photograph of father and mother, as 
bride and groom, showing the words of 
Joshua, ‘As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.’ The other motto 
read: ‘Christ is the Head of this house, 
the Unseen Host at every meal, the 
Silent Listener to every conversation.’ 

“It was a very ordinary house, nor 
could it claim perfection as a family 
group, but it was a Christian home in 


which the spirit of these mottoes largely 


prevailed. There, as a family, we read 


the Bible, memorized great Scripture 
passages, and knelt to pray. It was in 
the home circle that the important de- 
cisions to acknowledge the Saviour and 
to dedicate life to his service were 
made. 

“The passing years have wrought their 
changes. The family is ‘scattered and 
familiar things have gone, but neither 
moth nor rust can corrupt the spiritual 
inheritance which was left to us. Thus 
the torch of faith is passed to others 
through Christian family life. Children 
will be grateful for food and clothing, 
but these things can never take the 
place of Christian faith.” 


“_.. and took and circumcised him be- 
cause of the Jews” (Acts 16:3).—At this 
very time they were carrying the 
decrees “that were ordained of the apos- 
tles and elders which were at Jerusa- 
lem” (4) These decrees declared that 
it was not necessary for Gentiles to be 
circumcised after the manner. of Moses 
to be saved (15:24). This circumcision 
had absolutely nothing to do with Timo- 
thy’s salvation; but it was for the pur- 
pose of giving him acceptable entrance 
to Jewish congregations to preach the 
Gospel of Christ. 

In a group where circumcision was 
declared to be a necessary condition for 
salvation, the apostle definitely refused 
to have Titus circumcised (Gal. 2:3-5). 

“But I trust ... to send Timotheus ... 
that I also may be of good comfort” 
(Phil. 2:19). I am fond of Dr. Jowett’s 
comment on this passage. He says in 
The High Calling (out of print.): “It is 
the purpose of our Lord that His people 
should be bound together by the min- 
istry of their manifold gifts and graces, 
that we should visit one another’s lives 
as we visit one another’s gardens, and 
return home inspired by the scent of 
new perfumes, the vision of new flowers, 
and the combination of new glories. 
And perhaps our neighbor-disciple will 
give us a sprig or a root from his gar- 
den wherewith to enrich our own, and 
he will accept one from ours, and so we 
shall all be the wealthier for every 
man’s inheritance in the Lord.” 

“As a son with the father, he hath 
served with me in the gospel” (Phil. 
2:22).—What an exceptionally fine fa- 
ther and son team Paul and Timothy 
made. “Joined to each other in the 
Lord, with that peculiarly strong and 
holy bond which links the converter to 
the converted, the helper to the helped, 
they would need each other, meet each 
other, bless each other, in a thousand 
ways” (Moule). 

“And the things that thou hast heard 
of me... commit thou to faithful men” 
(2 Tim. 2:2). The very fact that Timo- 
thy was the apostolic delegate to such 
places as Berea, Thessalonica, Corinth, 
and Ephesus proves that he fulfilled 
the apostle’s charge, and that he was 
what our lesson calls him—‘“A guardian 
of the truth.” 

“Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2: 
22).—Personal purity is essential if one 
is to be used by the Lord. Believers 
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must flee from lusts of youth; but run 
after integrity, faith, love, and peace, in 
company with those who call on the 
Lord out of pure hearts. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
e Sunday School Times, 

$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
my 4 be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Nation Ashamed.—Be not thou there- 

fore ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord (2 Tim. 1:8, Golden Text). Dr. 
Louis H. Evans, minister-at-large for 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., tells the story of a Hindu man 
who asked his American hostess what 
she thought of Jesus Christ. “We don’t 
talk about that at the dinner table!” she 
answered. The next day he asked a 
businessman the same question. Em- 
barrassed, the businessman said, “Let’s 
go out on the balcony and talk about 
this.” The Hindu’s reaction: “This is 
the first nation I’ve been in where peo- 
ple are ashamed of their God.”—From 
The Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Highest Authority.—Timotheus, the 
son of a certain woman, which was a 
Jewess, and believed; but his father was 
a Greek (Acts 16:1). The mother of a 
family was married to an unbeliever 
who joked about Christianity in the 
presence of his own children; yet she 
succeeded in bringing them all up in 
the fear of the Lord. I asked her one 
day how she preserved them from the 
influence of a father whose sentiments 
were so opposed to her own. This was 
her wise answer: “To the authority of a 
father, I do not oppose the authority of 
a mother but that of God. From the 
earliest years, my children have always 
seen a Bible on my table. This holy 
book has constituted the whole of their 
religious instruction. I was silent that 
I might allow it to speak. Did they 
propose a question, did they commit a 
fault, did they perform a good action, I 
opened the Bible; and the Bible an- 
Swered, reproved, or encouraged them. 
The constant reading of the Scriptures 
has wrought that which surprises you.— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Mrs. ‘Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Reliable—Which was well reported of 
by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconium (Acts 16:2). A friend of mine, 
who had moved to a new district, asked 
her grocer if he could recommend a 
teen-age boy to do little jobs for her. 
She was employed, and hadn’t time to 
tend her garden properly. She wanted 
Someone she could rely upon. The 
grocer answered, “Yes, I do know some- 
one. He is a Christian boy, quiet and 
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steady, and he is the only one I know 
around here. I think nearly every per- 
son who knows him would tell you what 


a fine lad he is. You won’t have any 
trouble with Andy, he serves his Master 
well.” Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scar- 
borough, Ont., Can. 


“Amplius.”—Him would Paul have to 
go forth with him (Acts 16:3). Some 
years ago on a visit to Rome I stood 
gazing at some superb paintings of 
Italy’s famous sculptor and _ artist, 
Michelangelo, in the dome of St. Peter’s 
and other churches. Someone present 
told the story of how Michelangelo one 
day entered his studio to appraise the 
productions of a group of his pupils. 
He stood for some time contemplating 
the painting of a favorite pupil. Then, 
to the amazement of all present, he 
seized a brush and marred the paint- 
ing by writing something ,across it. 
What could he mean? Was.it to con- 
demn the work of his pupil? No! The 
word he wrote was amplius, meaning 
“larger.” The master was in one sense 
pleased with his pupil’s work. It 
showed skill, and was commendable as 
far as it went, but the picture was 
cramped, its design too limited. I be- 
lieve God is writing “Amplius” across 
all our missionary vision and effort.— 
From Robert Hall Glover, M.D., in The 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Proof of Example——But ye know the 
proof of him (Phil. 2:22). There was a 
Christian young man who possessed no 
special talent. He couldn’t sing. He 
couldn’t preach. But he was always 
alert to witness for his Lord. He 
worked in a factory where he was sur- 
rounded by profane, godless men. One 
day while eating lunch, one of the most 
profane workmen sat beside him. “Do 
you mind if I sit down by you, 
Bob?” asked the man. “Certainly not,” 
beamed Bob. “I am delighted to have 
you!” “I want to ask you a question, 
Bob,” said the unsaved man. “I have 
often wanted to ask you this question, 
but somehow I couldn’t muster enough 
courage to do it. What makes you so 
different from the rest of us? Why is it 
that you never get angry, no matter 
what we say to you or how unkind we 
are to you? What do you have that we 
don’t have?” This was Bob’s oppor- 
tunity to witness for his Lord. Let us 
live such “holy, harmless, undefiled” 
lives that others will ask, “What do you 
have that we do not have?”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Speedy Stander.—Thou therefore en- 
dure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). It was a 
bright suggestion for a little boy—he 
made the following answer to the ques- 
tion of a passer-by. Seeing the little 
fellow patting his father’s horse, which 
was standing in front of his house, the 
man asked, “Can your horse go fast, 
my boy?” “No, not very,” he replied. 
“But he can stand fast.” That is a vir- 
tue not to be despised in either a horse 
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or a man.—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Anchored to Shere.—No man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the af- 
fairs of this life (2 Tim. 2:4). Three 
Scottish sailors had imbibed too freely 
in a village tavern. Late at night they 
had to take a small boat to reach their 
vessel. Two took the oars, the third the 
-helm, but after rowing for a full hour, 
they had not reached the other side. 
In the gray light of morning, and with 
returning sobriety, they discovered that 
all their energy had been spent in vain; 
for they had not moved from their 
moorings. “An’ nae wunner, lads,” said 
the helmsman, “for we didna pull up our 
anchor!” There can be no real progress 
heavenward so long as believers are 
anchored to the present world.—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will review John 

3:14-18. _ All the people we have 
been learning about this quarter be- 
lieved these words and so had everlast- 
ing life. 

Young Timothy, of whom we will 
read this morning, was no exception. 
His father was a Gentile, his mother a 
godly Jewess. As we read the different 
passages in today’s lesson, we will try 
to find the answers to some questions 
about Timothy. First, we will read Acts 
16:1-5. In what city did Paul find Tim- 
othy? (Lystra.) What reputation did 
Timothy have in Lystra where he lived? 


(Good.) What reputation did he have 
in the nearby town of Iconium? 
(Good.) Questions to ask ourselves: 


What sort of reputation do I have in my 
home community? Do I act like a 
Christian wherever I go, so that be- 
lievers in other places would have a 
good word for me? 

Now find out from 1 Timothy 1:1, 2, 
who led Timothy to Christ. (Paul.) 

Our next Scripture is 2 Timothy 1: 
1-8. What two things in these verses 
show that Paul loved Timothy dearly? 
(He called him his “dearly beloved 
son.” He said that he greatly desired to 
see him.) What shows that Timothy 
loved Paul dearly? (He wept when he 
parted from him.) Some people think 
that tears in a man are a sign of weak- 
ness. It depends on what produced the 
tears. If a man weeps in self-pity, it 
may be a sign of weakness, but tears of 
love and sympathy are precious. 

I once saw a fine, powerful young 
man weep as he threw his arms around 
the evangelist who was leaving. In- 
stead of showing weakness of character, 
he was showing the strength of his love. 


656 (12) 


Of course, it is possible to love deeply 
without showing it in this way, but 
Christian love between men of God is 
always beautiful to see. 

What was the name of Timothy’s 


mother? (Eunice.) Of his grand- 
mother? (Lois.) For what were they 
distinguished? (Unfeigned faith.) Yes, 


that means genuine faith. Who was 
persuaded that Timothy also had genu- 
ine faith in Christ? (Paul.) Timothy 
had been with Paul for years, and Paul 
knew the steadfastness of his faith. The 
next questions are .to think about: Do 
our closest friends see that our faith is 
real? How can we show them? 

Next we read Philippians 2:19-23. 
Who does Paul say would naturally care 
for the state of the Philippians? (Tim- 
othy.) This means he would care 
whether they were growing spiritually 
or not, if they were being persecuted, 
and so on. Why would Timothy care 
about these things? It would make no 
difference to the money in his pocket, 
or to the number of pleasures he might 
enjoy. (He loved the Philippians.) 

How had Timothy served with Paul? 
(As a son with a father.) What does 
that show about Timothy? (He loved 
Paul dearly. He was willing to obey 
him.) Yes, you may be sure that this 
means that Timothy served with Paul 
as a devoted son would serve. 

Our last Scripture is in 2 Timothy 2. 
Read verses 1-5, and find one thing in 
each of these verses that the Apostle 
Paul exhorts young Timothy to do: 
(Be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. Commit the truths he had 
learned to faithful men who would be 
able to teach others. Endure hardness 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
Keep free from worldly entanglements. 
Strive lawfully for the crown Christ 
offers.) 

In 2 Timothy 2:22, what does the great 
apostle tell Timothy to flee from? 
(Youthful lusts.) What does he tell 
him to follow? (Righteousness, faith, 
charity, and peace.) And Timothy is 
not to follow these things in a hermit’s 
cell, but “with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart.” 

Paul gave Timothy these directions 
by inspiration, and faithful Timothy fol- 
lowed them. He followed the Lord 
from his early youth until. he finally 
gave his life for Christ. Church history 
tells us that thirty years after Paul had 
sent him to Ephesus, he was attacked by 
a mob of idolaters on their way to the 
Temple of Diana and was beaten to 
death as he courageously testified for 
Christ and the living God. 

Timothy built a good reputation in 
his youth, and followed the Lord faith- 
fully all his life. He did indeed endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. Some day he will hear the 
Lord say, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant,” and he will receive 
the mariyr’s crown. 

Note to Teachers: As far as possible, 
have the pupils find the answers to 
questions in the lesson. The answers, 
given in parenthesis, are included only 
as an aid to the teacher’s study. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Timothy, a Church Leader 
(Acts 16:1-3a; 2 Tim. 1:5-7) 


AN you give me the names? Three 
men sail on a boat across the sea to 


this island (indicate route of Paul’s first | 


missionary trip to Cyprus). After 
preaching on the island, they go north 
into Asia Minor. There one of the three, 
a young man, turns around and goes 
home to Jerusalem (indicate route on 
map). Who went home? Who went on? 

Can you give me the names? Some 
years later another missionary trip is 
planned. Because of a quarrel two men 
go this way (indicate route into Asia 
Minor by land) and two men go this 
way (indicate route to Cyprus). Who 
went north? Who went to Cyprus? 

Can you give me the names? Over 
here in Europe (indicate Philippi) on 
the banks of a river some women are 
having a prayer meeting. Four men 
come along and preach. Later one of 
the women is baptized, and then says, 
“Come and stay at my house.” Who 
were the men? Who was the woman? 

One of these men is a young fellow 
named Timothy. Let us go back and 
pick up his story. But first let us see 
who in this class is most like Timothy. 
Who of you has a Christian mother and 
a Christian grandmother who read and 
explain the Bible to you? Paul wrote 
two letters to Timothy; in the second 
one you can find the name of his mother 
and his grandmother (1:5) and how 
knowing the Bible when a boy helped 
him (3:15). In Acts 16:1 you can find 
his father mentioned and the place 
where they lived. (Locate Lystra on 
the map.) 

In the beginning of our story Timothy 
knew about Abraham and Moses and 
Isaiah, but he had never heard of An- 
drew or Martha or Thomas, nor even of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then one day 
two strangers, Paul and Barnabas, came 


and began to tell about Jesus, the Son - 


of God. Young Timothy and his mother 
and grandmother, of course, were at 
synagogue and heard—and believed! 
How thrilled Timothy was when he saw 
a crippled man who had never walked 
before able to run and jump! How sad 
Timothy was when he saw. Paul stoned 
by a mob, dragged out of the city, and 
left for dead! No doubt Timothy was 
right there with Paul’s other friends to 
see when Paul pulled himself up onto 
his feet. He was alive! (Other details 
from Acts 14: 7-20 may be given.) 

When Paul came to Lystra on his 
second trip, with Silas, he found the 
Christians at Lystra and even in other 
towns saying good things about Timo- 
thy. He was already a good teacher and 
missionary at home. So he was chosen 
to be a missionary to go with Paul and 
Silas, There was a special service and 
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the hands of Paul and the church 
Jeaders were placed on Timothy’s head 
as he was given to the Lord’s work. 

As the days and years went on, Timo- 
thy was like a son to Paul. They loved 
each other dearly and worked together. 
Often after Paul preached in-a new 
place and had to go on to another place, 
he would leave Timothy to keep on 
teaching the people and get the church 
going well. Like Paul and Barnabas 
and Silas, Timothy had to take his share 
of suffering for telling about the Lord 
Jesus. It was not easy. Was Timothy 
ever put in jail? (Heb. 13:23.) Was he 
sometimes afraid to speak boldly? Yes, 
Paul had to encourage him not to be 
afraid, but to use the talents God had 
given him, for God’s Holy Spirit would 
give him power and love and good 
judgment for his work. 

Be brave! Be a good soldier for Jesus 
Christ and please Him! An athlete in 
a track meet does not win unless he 
puts all he has into it and keeps the 
rules. (Read 2 Tim. 1:6, 7; 2:1, 3, 5.) 
And God will have a reward for Timo- 
thy as he had for Paul (4:7, 8). 

What gift or talent has God given 
you? Are you afraid to use it for Him? 
“God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7, Memory 
Verse). 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 653) 


1. A godly home. 

2. In his grandmother Lois, and in his 
mother Eunice. 

3. Paul was Timothy’s father in the 
faith. 

4. He enjoyed their full confidence. 

5. He served “as a son with the fa- 
ther” with Paul (Phil. 2:22). 

6. He stated that he had no other 
like-minded who would genuinely care 
for them. 

7. Timothy was to commit it to faith- 
ful men. 

NortH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 


Saints in Stained Glass 
(Continued from page 651) 


Telephone Federal Laboratories. Phil 
is an artist-evangelist, a missionary in 
Argentina, and director of the Spanish 
Evangelistic Crusades, Inc. (headquar- 
ters, Greensboro, N. C.). Nate, like Sam, 
a skilled pilot, was with the Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship. Rachel served for 
Many years as hostess at America’s 
Keswick, N. J., and is now with the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, working 
(with Dayuma and our daughter Betty 
Elliot) on the Auca language in Ecua- 
dor among the tribe who killed her 
brother. Benjamin is a pastor of an 
independent church in Pennsylvania. 
The other sons are serving God as they 
have opportunity along with their regu- 


August 19, 1961 (Lesson for September 3) 





lar daily work. Mrs, Saint is still living 

at the old family home in Huntingdon 

Valley, Pa. 

Readers may remember that during 
the first week of January, 1956, there 
was uncertainty as to just what had 
happened to the five young mission- 
aries who had attempted to take the 
Gospel message into the Auca tribe. 
Since our son-in-law, Jim Elliot, was 
one of the five, and since there are two 
telephones in.each of our homes, Mrs. 
Howard and I often had “four-way” 
conversations with Mr. and Mrs. Saint. 
The report came from Ecuador that one 
body. had been seen beside the little 
yellow plane on “Palm Beach” on the 
Curaray River. As we talked together 
about it, Mrs. Saint said: “I think that 
is my son. If it is, I feel honored to 
give a son for my Saviour who did so 
much for me.” A fine bronze plaque 
of Nate’s profile was made by his 
brother Dave, and unveiled by Marilou 
McCully at a memorial service for Nate 
held at the Bethany Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, where it may be seen to- 
day. The inspiring story of Nate’s life 
has been told in Jungle Pilot (Harper 
& Bros.) by Russell T. Hitt, editor of 
Eternity magazine. 

Unable to see each other often, Mr. 
and Mrs. Saint and my wife and I have 
had many long telephone conversations 
in the last five years, since their son 
and our son-in-law were taken; and we 
can testify that these warm-hearted 
talks, with many allusions to Scripture 
and answered prayer, have been a great 
blessing to us. I shall miss the gentle 
voice, which evoked the image of Law- 
rence’s kindly, bearded face as soon as 
I heard it, and which often encouraged 
me with Bible words, wise counsel from 
his long experience, sympathetic under- 
standing of my problems, and assur- 
ances of prayer for me and my family. 

Lawrence Saint was certainly one of 
the finest stained-glass artists in the 
country. He had wanted to be a por- 
trait painter and kept up his painting 
all his life. Some of his murals may be 
seen at the Church of the Open Door 
(a shepherd with sheep) and the Bethel 
Baptist Church (on the Twenty-third 
Psalm) in Philadelphia. There is also 
a well-known painting of the return of 
the prodigal son and another of the two 
disciples at Emmaus inviting the Lord 
Jesus to come in and abide with them. 
However, Mr. Saint’s outstanding work 
was in stained glass. An incident of his 
student days gives a key to his success 
as a Christian artist. 

In the Academy of the Fine Arts 
Lawrence refused to attend the life 
class whenever a nude woman was the 
model. “One day the students seemed 
unusually friendly,” he wrote. “They 
roped and carried me bodily into the 
life class and laid me on the model 
stand. I shut my eyes. Eventually 
they let me go. As I came out a speech 
was demanded. I said, ‘Principle, 
gentlemen, in art and in other things.’ 

“In the second year I was in compe- 
tition for a European scholarship. No 
man posed in the life class for a month. 
I had no drawing from that class to 
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“How shall they hear? .. . 
Faith cometh by hearing’ 
(Rom. 10:13-17). 


They can “hear” the Gospel 
only by special techniques, 
special equipment, and speciall 





y trained workers. 
Will you help them? 
Please send inquiries and contributions to: 
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meet the faculty’s rules. Should I 
break my Christian principle, enter the 
class, and make a half-hour sketch, or 
drop out of the competition? Should 
Christ or art be first? I fought the bat- 
tle on my knees. I saw my. ambitions 
tumbling into the dust, but decided 
Christ should continue to have the pre- 
eminence, no matter what the cost. I 
dropped out of the competition. Later, 
unexpectedly, I was excused and re- 
stored. 

“I had asked the Lord to let me go 
to Europe to see the great art master- 
pieces, if I could do so without hurting 
my Christian faith. Imagine my joy 
when, as school closed, I received a 
$500 Cresson Scholarship, covering four 
months’ travel and study abroad, and 
a $50 prize in composition.” 

Tracing the good hand of God upon 
him in his early years, he wrote about 
Mrs. Saint: “Realizing what an impor- 
tant part a wife has in an artist’s and 
a Christian’s life, I prayed to the Lord 
for years to be guided. As I was very 
busy in His work, attending nine meet- 
ings on Sunday, and Christian Endeavor, 
Y.M.C.A., and temperance meetings dur- 
ing the week, I did not have time to 
meet young women socially. I was sav- 
ing also to go to school. I prayed the 
Lord to prepare the right wife for me.” 
During his last school year, in the 
Italian Presbyterian Mission in South 
Philadelphia, he met Katharine Wright 
Proctor, whom he later married. 

The high point of Lawrence Saint’s 
lifework came when he was commis- 
sioned to make the North Transept 
Rose Window in the National Cathedral 
of St. Peter and St. Paul in Mt. St. 
Albans, Washington, D. C. He was di- 
rector of the stained glass department 
of the cathedral for at least five years, 
during which he made fifteen windows. 
He employed twelve helpers. He told 
those in charge that he would work for 
them if they would let him build his 
own glass factory and would finance it. 
They agreed; so a small factory was 
built at the back of the Saint property 
in Huntingdon Valley, Pa. Sam tells 
how he would often get up at four a.m. 
to help mix the glass. Mr. Saint had 
gotten from the curator of one of the 
cathedrals in France a piece of beauti- 
ful blue glass and had had it analyzed 
by the best chemists in this country. 
Seventeen chemical elements, besides 
those that went in to color the glass, 
were found. Mr. Saint insisted on the 
same composition for his glass and used 
delicate chemist’s scales to weigh out 
the chemicals in exactly the right pro- 
portions. After much painstaking re- 
search, he discovered how to reproduce 
the brilliant reds used by the old mas- 
ters in Europe, and even had devices, 
with wheels made of apple wood, con- 
structed to reproduce the glass. An 
annealing oven was used to cool down 
the glass and get just the right result. 

The windows beneath the Rose Win- 
dow in Washington portray several 
of the apostles and Old Testament 
prophets, and one was given as a mem- 
orial to Lieutenant’ Matthew Fontaine 
Maury. It is an interesting coincidence 
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that the window should have been de- 
signed by. a Christian artist in memory 
of a well-known officer of the United 
States Navy of the last century who 
was a humble believer in the Bible. 
Maury discovered the lanes in the sea 
used to this day by merchant. and naval 
vessels. He was called the “Pathfinder 
of the Seas,” saying, “If God says, “The 
paths of the sea’ (Psa. 8:8), they must 
be there and I will find them.” 

The water color copies made by 
Lawrence Saint of famous windows in 
England and France were ordered by 
the Victoria and Albert Museum in Lon- 
don, and published in a book by A. and 
C. Black, London, under the title, 
“Stained Glass of the Middle Ages in 
England and France,” with a text by 
Hugh Arnold; and copies of these paint- 
ings are now in the Carnegie Institute, 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Saint had a painful heart attack 
on Saturday night, June 10, and was 
removed from his home to the hospital 
and kept in an oxygen tent. He died 
on June 15, at the age of 76. Referring 
to his last moments, Phil wrote: 

“Suddenly we realized that his eyes 
were focused on us. Then, with what 
must have been agonizing effort, his 
hand began to move. Little by little it 
was raised, waveringly, until it was al- 
most touching Sam’s forehead through 
the oxygen tent. His lips moved a 
trifle. Then his hand slowly dropped 
back to the bed. We knew he was giv- 
ing his last patriarchal blessing before 
his departure from this vale of tears.” 

Not sorrowing as others which have 
no hope, the family took his going 
quietly. Phil turred to the intern and 
nurses and said: “You may wonder why 
I show so little emotion. The answer 
is simple. I have peace in my heart, 
for I know that Dad has not gone to a 
place of suffering which some call 
Purgatory [it was a Roman Catholic 
hospital], because Jesus bore all his 
sufferings for sin on the cross of Cal- 
vary. My father is with the Lord in 
Heaven; for the Bible teaches that a 
true Christian is ‘absent from the body, 
present with the Lord.’” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Is the Life! 
(Continued from page 649) 


by grace, a man in whom Christ could 
live. This was Paul’s resurrection. 

Those two elements constitute real 
conversion: to be crucified with Christ, 
and then to live by faith in Him. 

And although this was certainly a 
turning point in Paul’s life, his con- 
version was by no means complete at 
that moment. No, the converted Chris- 
tian is not suddenly a man without sin. 
He is constantly fighting it, crucifying 
it, putting it to death. But his old sin- 
ful nature is on the way out, no matter 
how stubbornly it hangs on. And his 
new life in Christ is constantly grow- 
ing, gaining as it goes. The crucifixion, 
in this case, is not a sudden death, but 








new life is also a continuing process, 
not a quick and complete creation. 

This explains why a man like Paul 
was compelled to say long after his con- 
version: “The good that I would I do 
not; but the evil which I would not, that 
I do. Now if I do that I would not, it 
is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, evil is present 
with me ...O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” But Paul had found the 
answer to his question, for in the next 
verse he exclaims: “I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” This 
was his victory: the Saviour lived 
within him to conquer his sinful nature 
with His redeeming grace. 

Let no one think that true conversion 
to the new life in Christ is a simple mat- 
ter, or an easy thing to do—like walking 
down an aisle, saying a prayer, shedding 
a few tears, and signing your name on a 
card or a membership roll. Nor is it a 
process of quick absolution that can be 
accomplished by a few formal words of 
ritual and a rather perfunctory pen- 
ance. 3 
Sin is a terrible thing. Look what it 
did to Jesus on the cross—and that was 
our sin, not His. If we say that we are 
crucified with Him, can we say that 
conversion is a simple matter, a decision 
made on the spur of the moment under 
the impact of some unusual emotional 
appeal? Sin is so powerful that even 
after conversion man has to be con- 
verted every day again. Men go 
through the most painful experiences 
in breaking the bondage of sin. To 
make a sinner into a saint is a task for 
which life seems all too short. It is not 
done overnight. Conversion is a con- 
scious beginning in that direction, but 
no more than that. Yes, the victory is 
certain, for Christ has made it certain, 
but it will not be complete until the 
battle is done and the victor goes to his 
eternal Home. 

Perhaps this is one reason why God 
usually prepares men for this turning 
point in life, bringing them to it gradu- 
ally through the years of childhood 
and youth by means of careful Christian 
training in the home, the church, and, 
in many cases, even the school. Very 
few of us have the same kind of sudden 
and shattering experience that Paul 
had. Most of us are brought up in the 
Christian faith. The foundation for the 
new life in Christ is laid before we 
come to maturity. And this gives us 
the advantages of being prepared for 
the struggle that lies ahead. Essen- 
tially this is the same thing that hap- 
pened to Paul, the same conversion, the 
same radical change of heart, but not in 
the same way. 

Oddly enough, some people seem to. 
be under the impression that conversion 
to the new life in Christ must always be 
a sudden, violent experience, like Paul’s. 
They may even tell you that you are 
not a real Christian if you cannot relate 
such an experience, if you cannot point 
to one particular moment when it hap- 
pened. And sometimes they go so far 






a process of dying unto sin. And the ; 
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as to belittle the great advantages of 
careful Christian training, which brings 
men gradually to the new life in Christ. 
You. will often hear them saying that 
because you were born in a Christian 
home and reared in a Christian church 
and taught in a Christian school, and 
perhaps even served as a teacher or a 
leader or an elder or a deacon, does not 
mean that you were really converted. 
You must have some kind of special 
spiritual experience before you can be 
sure that you are truly a Christian. 
That kind of talk is very damaging to 
the cause of Christ, and it has seriously 
upset many people who have been 
brought up in the Christian faith and 
have never known any other kind of 
life except the one that is truly Chris- 
tian. 

After all, is it not true that the vast 
majority of conversions throughout the 
history of the Christian Church have 
been the result of Christian training in 
childhood and youth? And does not the 
Bible make it plain that this is the 
usual way, the normal way? And did 
not Paul himself commend it heartily 
when he wrote to Timothy, who became 
a Christian that way: “I call to remem- 
brance the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt first in‘ thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also” 
(2 Tim. 1:5). In fact, Paul even seems 
to suggest that this way, the way of 
careful Christian training in early years, 
is the better way, for he says to Timo- 
thy—with a bit of holy jealousy, I 
think: “. . . from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim. 3:15). 


This is the way it usually happens. 
And we may be grateful that it does, 
for it prepares us to live the new life in 
Christ no matter how great the struggle 
may be. No, everybody does not—need 
not—cannot—come to conversion the 
way Paul came to it. Most of us, thank 
God, come to it the way Timothy did. 
The result is the same in either case, 
whether it happens gradually or sud- 
denly; it is truly a crucifixion and a 
resurrection, a dying unto sin and a liv- 
ing unto God. There is always a real 
turning point, a conscious experience of 
forsaking sin and surrendering to Christ. 
But as a rule it is not a sudden, soul- 
shattering, single moment. It is rather 
a process of Christian nurture, of being 
led by the Spirit of God through Chris- 
tian parents and preachers and teachers, 
culminating in true conversion. 


And isn’t this the way God has been 
building His Church throughout the 
years? One generation follows another 
in the faith of the fathers. Parents 
teach their children the way of salva- 
tion, so that they will grow up to know 
Ngai and dedicate their. lives to 


If we fail to emphasize this kind of 
Conversion, we will also neglect the 
training that is so essential to it. And 
then we will soon discover that our 
Coming generations do not know the 


Gospel, and consequently do not be- 
lieve it. And that means that the faith 
of the fathers will not be passed along 
to the children, unless they are all sud- 
denly converted when they are older, 
like Paul, which is certainly a little too 
much to expect. No, let us not mini- 
mize the great importance of diligent 
Christian training, by which millions of 
souls have been led to the experience 
of conversion, and by which the Chris- 
tian Church has been established and 
maintained. 

You cannot wait until children come 
to maturity and then suddenly try to 
convert them with gigantic meetings and 
dramatic evangelism and high pressure 
emotional appeals. As a rule, you will 
be too late if you do not begin to lead 
them to Christ when they are young, 
very young. There is too much evan- 
gelism today that belittles this kind of 
conversion—the result of the! steady, 
substantial, and solid work of the Chris- 
tian home and church. It seems to im- 
ply that all of this doesn’t really mean 
too much, and that what men need, 
whether or not they have had the bene- 
fit of such training, is a sudden and 
spectacular experience of conversion, a 
single hour of decision that will change 
them overnight. And this emphasis is 
not good for the future of the Christian 
Church. Nor is it good for our homes. 


Yes of course, we know that sudden 
conversions do take place in later life. 
But the vast majority of us do not come 
to Christ that way. And even those 
who do, then set up churches and homes 
where they can lead their children and 
youth gradually to Jesus Christ. So 
even Christian missions has this objec- 
tive in mind. It always has. Paul and 
the other early missionaries went from 
house to house with the Gospel. And a 
convert from paganism, like the Philip- 
pian jailer, was told: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31). 
Today we often quote the first part of 
that verse and forget the all-important 
last part. 

We thank God for the great miracle 
of converting people who have never 
had any of the advantages of Christian 
training. But we thank Him, too, for 
the even greater miracle of planting 
the seed of conversion in our hearts at 
the very beginning of life and then 
bringing it to fruition through the love 
and labor of dedicated parents and 
preachers and teachers, so that, in a 
sense, we may say we have never 
known anything else. 

This is the life! And even if you have 
missed all the blessings of Christian 
nurture, or rejected them, this life can 
still be yours, for God still converts 
men the way He converted Paul, even 
though it may be an extraordinary way. 
Paul said once: “To me, to live is 
Christ.” You can say that, too, if you 
will turn from your sin to your Saviour. 
And then you will know what we mean 
when we say: “This is the life!” 


Cuicaco, ILL. 





Abridged sermon, reprinted by permission. 
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Crime and Young People 
(Continued from page 651) 


Park at night alone: because of the 
crimes which occur there. 

Many of the crimes occurring on our 
streets are perpetrated by youthful of- 
fenders, 16-, 17-, and 18-year-olds. 

One of the measures which I have 
advocated which has not met with the 
approval of some people, is that the 
identities of youth criminals should be 
publicly disclosed when they commit 
a serious crime. Such a _ procedure 
would give the family of the youthful 
criminal a greater sense of responsibil- 
ity because they are not desirous of 
publicity . reflecting upon the family. 
Secondly, I think citizens have a right 
to know the activities and background 
of a youth who has committed a serious 
crime and with whom their children 
may come in contact. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Hoover: I think we must recog- 
nize the need for realistic handling and 
at the same time try to bring about a 
moral and spiritual revival as to what 
is right and what is wrong. That goes 
back to the family. Too often the term 
“juvenile delinquency” ought to be 
called “adult delinquency,” because it 
is the mother and father who are not 
giving the proper attention to their 
children. If the family fails, then you 
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have to rely on the churches and the 
schools, but they cannot take the place 
of the wholesome family. We know of 
instance after instance of mothers and 
fathers who have castigated police 
officers who brought home, at 2, 3, or 4 
o’clock in the morning, a teen-age son 
or daughter, because the officers had 
interfered with the child’s liberty and 
interfered with the sleep of the mother 
and father. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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Temperance Nuggets 
(Continued from page 646) 


from invasion by foreign armies. Our 
dangers are that we may commit 
suicide from within by complaisance 
with evil, by public tolerance of scan- 
dalous behavior, or by cynical accept- 
ance of dishonor.” 


Ex-Governor Gary of Oklahoma said 
that he could not endorse the United 
States Government’s practice of trying 
to win friends among other nations 
with a whisky bottle in one hand and 
a moneybag in the other. 


The National W.C.T.U., Evanston, Ill. 
has produced a new film “Behind the 
Skyscrapers,” a 28-minute sound docu- 
mentary film. Its purpose is to ac- 
quaint people, young and old, with the 
results of even minute quantities of 
liquor. Fourteen original songs written 
by Win Stracke tell the story. The 
film may be secured from your state 
or county W.C.T.U. 


A Prophecy by Dr. Andrew Ivy, head 
of the Department of Clinical Sciences 
at the University of Illinois: “By 1970 
there will be a new law prohibiting 
the sale and manufacture of intoxicat- 
ing liquors. Alcoholics are on the in- 
crease. One out of every nine persons 
who drink becomes an alcoholic.” 


Opponents of liquor advertising will 
be glad that President Kennedy is push- 
ing for legislation to keep all sorts of 
billboards from the new interstate 
highway system. An estimated 40 per 
cent of outdoor advertising space is 
occupied by signs promoting the con- 
sumption of alcoholic beverages. In 
Barrons for March 15, 1961, we read that 
the President urged banning all signs 
within 600 feet of the right of way on 
interstate roads. 


Broadcasting of baseball games by 
brewery sponsors is big business. Broad- 
casting for March 6, 1961, carried an 
article headed “Who Pays for America’s 
Pastime?” Radio and TV _ subsidize 
baseball with $17 million for broadcast 
‘rights and a total of $75 million is 
spent to sponsor baseball broadcasts 
“with beer companies as the largest 
single classification. Seventeen of 18 
teams, with the Los Angeles Dodgers 
the lone exception, have beer sponsors. 


The United States has about 800,000 
tuberculosis patients, 1,200,000 cancer 
victims. We have 5,015,000 alcoholics. 
We are creating 300,000 alcoholics every 
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year, and we are rehabilitating less 
than 20 per cent of them. When do we 
start doing something really useful 
about prevention? There is but one 
cause—alcohol. Stop its use and the 
number will decrease readily. 


The story is told of President Lincoln 
that when he visited General Grant’s 
camp in Virginia in 1864, he became 
seasick. One of the officers of the 
General’s staff asked if he might send 
for a bottle of champagne. “That is 
the best cure for seasickness.” “No, 
no, my good friend,” was the President’s 
reply. “I have seen many a man sea- 
sick on shore from drinking that very 
article.” 




















7. Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School mn Committee. 


August 28 to September 3 


Mon.—2 Timothy 1:1-7. A Sincere Faith. 


In his First Letter to Timothy, Paul 
speaks of him as his “own son in the 
faith” (1:2). It is wonderful that Paul 
served God “with pure conscience” and 
Timothy had “unfeigned faith.” Can 
this be said of us? His faith came 
through three generations: Lois, Eunice, 
and Timothy. Families often get away 
from God in the third generation, so let 
us beware. The Bible and family wor- 
ship will help to keep us steady. If we 


have a spirit of abject fear, we know it. 


does not come from God, for He gives 
us power, love, and a sound mind. In 
a day when many minds are becoming 
unsound, we must keep on with daily 
Bible study and prayer. 


Tues—Acts 16:1-5. 
Of Good Reputation. 
“A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches” (Prov. 22:1). We 
need great balance to keep a good rep- 
utation; not fear of what the enemies 
of the Cross will think, nor proud care- 
lessness of the advice of consecrated 
Christians, but a constant and humble 
“looking unto Jesus the. author and 
finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). It is 
true that Christ “made himself of no 
reputation,” but we must be exceed- 
ingly careful in applying that phrase to 
ourselves if it is a question of what our 
Spirit-filled brethren think; for He was 
sinless and we are not. Paul wanted 
Timothy as his companion, because he 
“was well reported of.” Acts 16:5 
shows that God blessed them together. 


Wed.—Philippians 2:19-24. 
A Leader With Christian Concern. 
There is a lovely picture of Timothy 
here. Paul could trust him to give a 
true report of the Philippians; he would 
“naturally care for” their condition, and 
did not seek his own interests, as others; 
and he had served Paul as a son would 
his father. How do we measure up to 
Timothy’s standard in thinking of 








others? Note that at the beginning a 
end of this short passage Paul says, 
trust in the Lord,” showing that he e 
ferred all his affairs to Him—a good ex. 
ample for us. 


Thurs.—1 Timothy 1:1-7. 
Pastor in Ephesus, 

The late Pastor MacKenzie of Cleve. 
land pointed out that, in his pastoral 
epistles, Paul prayed for “grace, : 
and peace” for his correspondents, ball 
though pastors especially needed 
Paul urged Timothy to hold himself ar 
others to sound doctrine, and not to go “ 
off in byways, which only trouble ba 4 














and do not build us up in the 2 
Again, as in 1 Corinthians 13, he»em- 
phasizes the need of charity, or love, 
and a good conscience, both of which 
are sorely needed among Christians to- 
day. Love is growing cold and Cone 
sciences are weak. 


Fri—2 Timothy 2:1-7. 
The Need of Faithful Teachers. 
Paul did not expect Timothy to be 
strong in his own strength, but in the 
grace of Christ. He was to train 
teachers in the sound doctrines ‘that 
Paul had taught. Too often today 
Christians forget the ringing challenge 
of verse 3, and they expect life to be 
easy. We shall have to keep away from , 
many things, which may not in them- 
selves be sinful, so that we may please 
Him who has called us to be soldiers, 
and not get entangled in earthly mat 
ters. Timothy was to read and reread ~ 
what Paul wrote, and look to the Lord 
for understanding. ee 


Sat—1 John 2:1-6. 
Knowing and wena 
John’s letters and much of the New 
Testament were written to save us from 
sin in this life. God has made provision 
for us so that it is always possible not to 
sin; but, because our human nature is 
not dead, it is never impossible to sin. 
When we do sin it is our fault, not 
God’s. What John writes here is not to 
encourage us to go on in sin, but to keep 
us from complete discouragement if we 
do sin. Christ is like a lawyer at God's 
right hand, pleading for us, since He 
gave His life for us. But verse 3 shows 
that we can be sure we know Him only 
if we habitually keep His command- 
ments. This passage is a supplement to 
Christ’s commandment, “If ye love me, er 
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keep my commandments” (John 14: 15). Vi 
Sun.—2 Timothy 2:15-26. M 
Holding to the Truth. tr 

There appear to be four important 
lessons in this passage for us: (1) We la, 
must study the Word continually, and gr 


understand it; (2) If we have t 

in Christ, we are on the sure “founda- 
tion,” and God knows us; (3) Purity 
and love are much more important than 






trying to solve small problems that are m 
not related to the main teachings of its 
Scripture; (4) We ought to be gentle, Ch 
patient, and not quarrelsome. The 

lesson is in verse 15, in which we are cor 
exhorted to learn to know the Bible of 
well, handle it correctly, and be ap his 











proved unto God. 2 
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